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Why Modernism Matters
Tim Ross at Futuna Chapel, 29 September 2019 
as part of the NZIA Festival of Architecture, 2019.
Reviewed by Greg O’Brien.

Modernism was, and is, nothing if not  
an adventure—a purposeful step into the 
unknown and the untried. It can also be  
a high-spirited conversation, if Tim Ross’s 
recent talk at Futuna is anything to go by. 
On occasion, it might even be a song and 
dance. Much acclaimed as a broadcaster, 
commentator on architectural themes and 
ABC presenter, Sydney-based Tim Ross 
offered the capacity audience gathered at 
Futuna on 29 September an hour-long paean 
to the Australian modernism that shaped 
his sensibility and life. It was a personal, 
anecdotal and often funny account of his 
ongoing engagement with the buildings  
he cares most about.

Of the modernist houses he filmed in the 
course of presenting various television  
series, Tim praised their openness and 
brightness—and their innate sociability.  
He spoke against the insularity and dullness 
which characterised much earlier (and 
subsequent) Australian house design.  
On that note, he recently presented a 
television documentary titled ‘From 
Modernism to McMansionism’. Often 
seaward facing, with barbeque-friendly 
decking, Australia’s best modernist houses 
— including the one that he currently lives 
in — are, to his mind, an embrace of the 

future—an optimistic, revitalising ingredient 
in the visual and social environment. At their 
best, they marry the individualistic spirit of 
both architect and occupant to a wider sense 
of family, community and the world beyond.

Tim also spoke of his involvement in the 
‘Save Our Sirius’ campaign—a many-faceted 
protest against the proposed demolition of a 
modernist social housing block in The Rocks, 
on the Sydney harbourfront. He highlighted 
the role of community action as a means of 
architectural preservation. Earlier in the day, 
Nick Bevin had taken him for a brief tour of 
some architectural highlights of Wellington, 
paying respects to the Gordon Wilson Flats 
on The Terrace, and enjoying lunch in Karori 
with architect Bill Alington and the owners 
of his former family home in Karori, a fine 
example of New Zealand Modernism. Tim 
also wandered the streets of Wellington and 
encountered the  boarded-up Wellington 
Public Library. These were neatly woven into 
Tim’s lecture. In conclusion, he proffered 
that modernism, here as elsewhere in the 
world, is something that requires advocacy 
and fighting for. To the grim realities of that 
task, Tim prescribed—alongside, hopefully, 
responsible governance — a mix of social 
action, high spirits, energy, intelligence and 
heartfelt commitment.

With thanks to
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Guest Lecturer for  
Futuna Lecture Series 2020

FRANCIS KÉRÉ 
Architect

It is with great pleasure and excitement 
that the Friends of Futuna Charitable Trust  
announce Francis Kéré as the Futuna Guest 
Lecturer for the 2020 Futuna Lecture Series. 
This will be the 10th anniversary of the 
Lecture Series. Francis Kéré and his growing 
international reputation will be of great 
interest to the New Zealand Architectural 
and Design community.

Originally from Burkina Faso and now 
practising in Berlin,!architect Francis!Kéré 
will deliver three lectures in New Zealand. !

Francis Kéré garnered critical praise from the 
beginning of his architectural practice when 
awarded the prestigious Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture (2004) for his first-ever building 
– a school he designed, raised the funds 
for and realised in collaboration with the 
residents of his native Gando, Burkina Faso. 

Kéré has gone on to become one of the most 
distinguished contemporary architects thanks 
to his pioneering of a communal approach to 

design and his commitment to sustainable 
materials as well as modes of construction. 
Inspired by a curiosity for the particularities 
of any given locality and its social tapestry, 
he has gathered a diverse, agile team at 
his Berlin-based Kéré Architecture office, 
to take on projects across four continents. 
Most prominently, these include his designs 
for the Burkina Faso National Assembly, 
the Lycée Schorge Secondary School, the 
Léo Surgical Clinic & Health Centre, the 
2017 Serpentine Pavilion and Xylem, the 
recently opened pavilion for Tippet Rise 
Art Center. Underpinning his architectural 
practice, are his past and current teaching 
engagements at TU München, the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, the Accademia di 
Architettura di Mendrisio and Yale University, 
as well as his participation in solo and group 
exhibitions including at the Venice Biennale 
of Architecture, the Museo ICO in Madrid, 
the Architekturmuseum in Munich and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.
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Futuna Lecture 2020 Dates are as follows:

Wednesday 18 March, 6:30pm  
St. Matthew-in-the-City, Auckland

Friday 20 March, 6:30pm 
St. Andrew’s College Chapel, Christchurch

Saturday 21 March, 6:00pm 
Futuna Chapel, Wellington

The Trust has partnered with the Architecture 
Foundation Australia and the National Gallery 
of Victoria (NGV) to bring Francis down under.

The Friends of Futuna Trust has partnered very 
successfully with the Architecture Foundation 
Australia on four previous occasions with  
Rick Joy (2012), Niall McLaughlin (2014),  
Lene Tranberg (2016) and Peter Clegg of 
Fielden Clegg and Bradley – UK (2018).

The Futuna Lecture Series would not be 
possible without the support of the following:

The Trust is grateful for this support in helping 
to bring this unique annual lecture series to 
New Zealand for the 10th year running.

Colours of Futuna  
Concert Series 2020
Futuna Trust is pleased to confirm the 
Colours of Futuna Concert Series on 
Sundays at 2pm during the months of  
March to May 2020. 

There will be an exciting series of concerts 
at the chapel from a stellar lineup of 
performers who bring their musical 
treasures to reflect and reverberate against 
the cool stones and bright windows. For the 
first time at Futuna Chapel, the very popular 
Klezmer Rebs, a seven piece Jewish band, 
will be performing their unique style of 
music. We’ll be welcoming back the beautiful 
harp of Michelle Velvin to treat us to the 
ethereal sound of her instrument again, as 
well as Orion String Quartet, and Palliser 
Viols, who present music from the Baroque 
period on original instruments.  There are a 
number of choirs also confirmed from last 

year. WOSOSI, who sing unaccompanied 
music drawn from the richness of world 
music and the Gale Force Gospel Choir 
will also appear. Both choirs have a 
long-standing and respected part in the 
Wellington Chamber Choir Scene. 

Each performance lasts about one hour,  
and tickets are available on the door  
or through Dash Tickets for $10 per  
person (from 1 February 2020). There  
are a number of other performers to  
be confirmed and we hope to announce 
those very soon. 

Please visit the website  
www.futunatrust.org.nz to receive  
further updates and announcements. 

Simon McLellan 
Artistic Director

Auckland, Christchurch  
and Wellington branches



Next Offramp
at
Futuna Chapel
Contemporary a cappella 
that blurs the lines…
Original arrangements, 
tight rhythms, fresh harmonies  

2.00pm
Sunday
November 10, 2019 

Futuna Chapel
67 Futuna Close, Karori, Wellington
Tickets: $25pp
NORtickets@outlook.co.nz

Futuna Open Days  
 Public Talks

2–3 November 2019

Presented by  
Friends of Futuna Charitable Trust  
and Historic Places – Wellington

Saturday 2 November
11am – 3pm  |  Chapel open to the public 

2pm – 2:30pm  |  Guided Tour of Chapel 

Sunday 3 November
11am – 3pm  |  Chapel open to the public

3pm – 4pm  |  Heritage Talks

Talk One
The Stubborn Ambivalence Toward the 
Twentieth Century Suburban Vernacular
Presenter: Jamie Jacobs 
Central Region Director for  
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.

Talk Two
Nelson House Alteration – Ernst Plischke 1961
Presenter: Sharon Jansen, Architect 
BArch (Hons),  Registered Architect FNZIA

4pm – 4:30pm 
Afternoon tea served at conclusion of talks

10 CPD points for registered NZ architects

Cost: Free – koha would be warmly welcomed

No public parking on site,  
all parking in Friend St.


